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 The Taxation of Capital. BY SIR ALFRED W. SOWARD, C.B., and
 W. E. WILLAN. (London: Waterlow and Sons, 1919. Pp.
 xvi+408. 8vo. Price 18s. 6d. net.)

 -THE authors of this volume must be added to the list of Inland

 Revenue officials, past and present, who have enriched our
 financial literature with -expositions, historical, legal and statis-
 tical, of taxation in tlhe Unite4 Iingdom. The title of the present
 work is too wide, and will disappoint those who look for a critical
 examination of such questions as the arguments for and against
 the taxation of capi-al an4 the methods adopted or suggested for
 taxing it. They confine themselves in effect to a history of our
 death duties with a chapter on capital wealth and a brief account
 of capital levies and of death duties outside the United Kingdom.
 The self-denying ordinance to write "nothing whatever . . . with
 the intention of influencing or supporting any particular line of
 political thought " limits the scope of the work, which is written
 from the standpoint of the lawyer and, the official rather than
 from that of the economist. Within these limits the book will
 rank as a valuable source of reference upon the subject with which
 it deals.

 HENRY HIGGS

 I Fattorn Demografici del Gonflitto Europeo. By LANFRANCO
 MAROI. (Athenaum, Roma. 1919. Pp. 594.)

 SIGNOR MAROI's analysis of the demographic factors which in
 his view made the war inevitable is wonderfully complete, but he
 has only dealt with European countries. The vital statistics of
 the different nations and races are tabulated with the greatest
 care. German colonisation and commercial penetration are dis-
 cussed country by country, and the ineffective attempts to de-
 nationalise Poland, Schleswig, and Alsace-Lorraine are described.
 The race problems of the Austro-Hungarian Empire receive full
 treatment. Dominian's Frontiers of Language and Nationality
 in Europe does not present such a comprehensive view of the

 subject. But the chapters devoted by him to Turkey in Asia and
 his excellent maps form a useful supplement to Maroi's work.
 The table of errata omits some notable mistakes, such as "Russia"
 for "Prussia" on page 208, "3158" for " 71'58" on page 445,
 and " Caucaso " for " Carpazii on page 559.

 The author's fears in connection with the infiltration of Ger-
 man elements into France and Switzerland seem exaggerated.
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